MASSACHUSETTS DEFIANT

Had the magistrates been wiser men, less home-
bred and provincial, and possessed of wider vision,
they would have foreseen the dangers that con-
fronted them. But Bellingham and Leverett,
the leading representatives of the policy of no
surrender, were not men gifted with foresight, and
they remained unmoved by the last threat of the
commissioners that it would be hazardous to
deny the King's supremacy, for " 'tis possible
that the charter which you so much idolize may
be forfeited."

The magistrates were undoubtedly influenced
by the character of the commissioners and their
rough and ready methods of procedure. Had all
been as honorable and upright as Nicolls, who
unfortunately took but little part in the negotia-
tions, the outcome might have been different.
But there is reason to think otherwise. The
Massachusetts leaders took the ground that if
they yielded any part they must eventually yield
all, and they wanted no interference from outside
in their government. Having ruled themselves
for thirty years as they thought best, they were
not disposed to admit that the King had any rights
in the colony; and they believed that by steady
resistance or by dilatory practices they could